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The regular monthly meeting of the CRHA, Rocky Mountain Branch 
will be held in the Cromdale Car Barns on Tues, Feb. 11th, at 
8:oo pm. The meeting will feature a slide show of Rlys. of Ont¬ 
ario, showing the pictures of a Mr Tgert of Fembroke. 

oOo 

This month . . . 

The Sept. 63 issue of the West Coast Railfans Assn's publication 
"The Steam Chest" featured a story and roster on the Calgary 
Municipal Railway by Peter Cox. One of our local members, John 
Maekle, has supplied us with some additional information on the 
system which we are publishing in this issue. 

Another of our local members, Peter Bassek, has kindly offered 
to render a page of drawings, which you will find on page 5. 
These excellent drawings are of the Calgary system and appear 
from top to bottom: Car 14 as it appears after abandonment of 
the system, Sweeper 'Mary Ann*, and a scene calculated to make 
Calgarians frown, but laugh. 

From the Western Weekly Supplement of Jan.8th: 

In 1907, the small village of StonjsyPlain had a tax collecting 
problem. The largest non-payer was the Canadian Northern. 

To the local tax collector, Israel Umbach, this was an intoler¬ 
able situation. One morning as a ON train approached town, 

Umbach picked up the largest padlock and logging chain he could 
find in Oppertshauser’a Hardware store and headed for the sta¬ 
tion. Aa the engine ground to a halt, he wound the chain around 
a driver, looped the chain under the rail and snapped the pad¬ 
lock shut. The train crew, in no uncertain terms, demanded that 
he remove the chain -now! Umbaoh gave his long moustache a twirl 
and, in no uncertain terms, told the crew that the lock would 
remain in place until the taxes were paid! The conductor hurr- 
idly wired head office in Winnipeg to inform them of these odd 
events. Soon a reply came ticking back over the telegraph. It 
read: "Inform Sheriff Stony Plain sorry. Taxes forthcoming. 

Never heard tell of such railroading here in Winnipeg". 
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The following is ti report, by Erie Johnson, on the 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

There was active discussion on a long agenda at our AGI-I, held on 
January 14th, and our policy for the next year was laid out. 7or 
those \mable to attend, the main decisions made were as follows:~ 

Membership .lt was agreed that we would continue our present policy 
of gradual expansion, rather than attempt a large recruiting camp¬ 
aign which might give us an considerable increase for one year, 
but would cause U3 a lot of problems in finding space. An increase 
of our present active membership to about twenty is hoped for. As 
a result of this decision, our present meeting place will be quite 
adequate and it is now proposed to go qhead with it’s decoration. 

Preservation and Restoration Projects . Work on ETS Not will con¬ 
tinue in the next few months with the aim of completing the work 
in June. By the time this is printed, at least two Saturday work 
sessions will have been held.( Aw, come on, I’m not that slow.Ed.) 

Harold Maw has been in touch with CRHA in Montreal and Dr Nichols 
is approaching Stelco with the view of aqulring one of the Northern 
Alberta 2-8-0*a now at Premier Steel on the South aide. 

There is a possibility that this engine might be restored for oc¬ 
casional service - presumably on the NAP t - by a local group organ¬ 
ized for this specific purpose. In such case, the local branch of 
the SHEA (thats us) would loan them (the other guys) the engine 
and they would be responsible for its maiilfenance. (maybe we could 
rent out seme Shays too) If this proves impossible, we shall have 
to find it a home. 

The Rattler . Unanimous approval was given to the continuance of the 
present Editorial Policy. All members are urged to contribute:- 

a) "news items". Details of unusual engines or rolling stock aeen 
in the area, demolishment of buildings and other similar things. 

b) "remlnisences". Stories of any interesting journey or work 
connected with railways are always of use. 

c) "historical articles". Rosters, anecdotes, straight historical 
data can be used. 

The Editor would like it known that without the valuable help of 
Brio Johnson, there would be many pages missing from the Rattler. 





7. 


1964 PROGRAMME . 

tentative schedule of events was prepared for the 1964 season. 
The dates on which each programme will be delivered will necessarily 
depend on the availability of speakers and so on. However,as a guide 
here £» what we hope to do — it will be interesting to see how near 

we get .22 

February...slide show from Ontario (Mr. Egert of Pembroke.) 


March......Edmonton Transit Plans (Mr. John Bakker.) 

April."In Search of Steam"; pivtures of the journey to Colorado 

recently described in "Rattler". 

May... STS Reminiscences. 

June.Visit ( CTC Panel CiJR ??) 

July.Visit ( Canada Cement or otherwhere ??? ) 


August..... Ho Hjee*- in" 

September.Th^ hallways of Holland' *itr« Join Bakker.) 

October...."5114" (Slides and movies recalling October 28th.,1961. 
November...Railroad Movies (Mr. John Meikle.) 

December...Film Show. 

Several other programme suggestions were made and considered. 
There was some demand for the organisation of a 1964 excursion, but 
no clear feeling as to where it should go.. Have YOU any ideas ..??? 

oOOOOo 

Thanks to Peter Bassek, Eric Johnson, John Meikle, and the WCRA 
Steam Chest for their contributions. 

Published monthly by the Canadian Railroad Historical Association 
at 11215 - 109th St, Edmonton, Alberta. Rocky Mountain Branch. 












i 

I 


I 

; 






